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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently amended) A connecting piece, intended for connecting at least two 
elements, whereby a first element is connected to a first end of the connecting piece and a second 
element is connected to a second end of the connecting piece, th e body of the connecting piece 
b e ing comprising a body mainly of plastic^ and a m e tal ins e rt provided with a thread being 
arrang e d at at least one end of the connecting piece a metal insert provided with a thread , 
whereby at least one element is connectable to the connecting piece with threaded connection 
and th e r e is at least one gripping element on the outer surface of the connecting piece for rotating 
the connecting piece or keeping it still upon making the threaded connection, charact e riz e d in 
that the gripping element comprises at least two straight portions such that two straight portions 
on opposite sides of the connecting piece are parallel, the straight portions forming gripping 
surfaces for a tool, and that th e r e is a rounded portion which is arranged smooth between 
adjacent straight portions, whereby the gripping element is formed such that the tool round the 
gripping element slips before the thread and/or the basic structure of the connecting piece gets 
damaged. 

2. (Currently amended) A connecting piece according to claim 1, charact e riz e d in 
that wherein the gripping element comprises six straight portions. 

3. (Currently amended) A connecting piece according to claim 1 , characteriz e d in 
Siat wherein the gripping element is formed of two or more ribs in the direction of the periphery 
of the connecting piece. 



Applicant : Jarmo Smahl Attorney's Docket No.: 13 162-0 1 6US 1 / 2021 973US 

Serial No. : 10/530,225 
Filed : April 4, 2005 
Page : 3 of 5 

4. (Currently amended) A connecting piece according to claim 3, charact e riz e d in 
that wherein the outer surface of the metal insert is provided with ribs in the direction of the 
periphery, the ribs of the metal insert and the ribs on the outer surface of the connecting piece 
being arranged a the same point. 

5. (Currently amended) A connecting piece according to claim K wherein the 
portion which is arranged smooth is a rounded portion int e nd e d for conn e cting at l e ast two 
e l e m e nts, wher e by a first e l e m e nt is conn e ct e d to a first e nd of th e conn e cting pi e c e and a s e cond 
e lem e nt is conn e ct e d to a s e cond e nd of th e conn e cting pi e c e , th e body of th e conn e cting piec e 
b e ing mainly of th e rmoplast and a thread b e ing form e d at at l e ast on e end of th e connecting 
pi e c e , wh e r e by at least one e l e m e nt is conn e ctabl e to the conn e cting piec e with thr e ad e d 
connection and th e r e is at l e ast on e gripping e l e ment on th e out e r surfac e of th e conn e cting pi e c e 
for rotating th e connecting pi e c e or k ee ping it still upon making th e thr e ad e d conn e ction, 
charact e riz e d in that th e gripping el e m e nt comprises at l e ast two straight portions such that two 
straight portions on opposit e sid e s of th e conn e cting piec e ar e parall e l, th e straight portions 
forming gripping surfac e s for a tool, and that th e re is a round e d portion b e tw e en adjac e nt straight 
portions, wh e reby th e gripping el e m e nt is formed such that th e tool round the gripping el e m e nt 
s lips befor e th e thr e ad of the connecting pi e ce g e ts damag e d . 

6. (Currently amended) A connecting piece , intended for connecting at least two 
elements, whereby a first element is connected to a first end of the connecting piece and a second 
element is coimected to a second end of the cormecting piece, the connecting piece comprising a 
body mainly of thermoplast, at at least one end of the connectinR piece a thread, whereby at least 
one element is connectable to the connecting piece with threaded connection and at least one 
gri pping element on the outer surface of the cormecting piece for rotating the cormecting piece or 
keeping it still upon making the threaded cormection, the gripping element comprising at least 
two straight portions such that two straight portions on opposite sides of the cormecting piece are 
parallel the straight portions forming gripping surfaces for a tool and a portion which is arranged 
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smooth between adjacent straight portions, whereby the gripping element is formed such that the 
tool round the gripping element slips before the thread of the connecting piece gets damaged 
according to claim 5, characteriz e d in that th e gripping e lem e nt comprises six straight portions . 

7. (Currently amended) A connecting piece according to claim 6 claim 5 , ' 
charact e riz e d in that wherein the gripping element comprises six straight portions is form e d of 
two or mor e ribs in th e dir e ction of th e periph e ry of th e conn e cting piec e. 

8. (Currently Amended) A cormecting piece according to claim 6 claim 2 , 
charact e rized in that wherein the gripping element is formed of two or more ribs in the direction 
of the periphery of the connecting piece. 

9. (Currently Amended) A connecting piece according to claim 6 claim 8 , 
charact e riz e d in that wherein the portion which is arranged smooth is a rounded portion euteF 
surfac e of th e m e tal ins e rt i s provided with ribs in th e dir e ction of th e p e riph e ry, th e ribs of th e 
m e tal ins e rt and th e ribs on the out e r surfac e of th e conn e cting piec e b e ing arrang e d a the same 
point . 



10. (Canceled) 



